[Cellulitis in pediatrics. Diagnostic and therapeutic considerations].
The clinical histories of 180 cases of cellulitis or phlegmona diffusa were studied at the Hospital de Pediatría del Centro Medico Nacional. The disease prevailed in infants and preschool children. Staphylococcus aureus was the etiological agent most frequently found, but with the presence of enterobacteriaceae in 39% of patients under 2 years of age. One third of the children with cellulitis showed one or several complications. Lethality reached 5% (9 cases), but always related to septicemia from S. aureus. In 14.4%, osteoarthritis was present; frequently there was: fever for over 5 days in spite of adequate treatment, a history of late initiation of the antimicrobial drug (over 1 week) and phlogosis or functional limitation. The radiological picture that shows the bony lesion was evident only after two weeks. One half these cases remained with sequelae. Considerations are made on the adequate plans for antibiotic treatment and the early diagnosis of the osteoarticular complication.